THE CHRISTIAN A LAW TO HIMSELF.	M3
must be carefully separated from others which naturally
connect themselves with it.    We are not now concerned
with the constitution of the society, its system of magis-
trates  and public assemblies—questions which  in fact
Christ left entirely to the decision of the society itself.
Nor do we here consider the injunctions which he laid
upon them, so  to speak, as a politician—for example,
concerning  the  way in which they  were   to  comport
themselves towards  the  governments  of the  earth, or
what they were to do in times of persecution.    Nor are
we concerned at present with the theology of the society,
nor with its relation to God and Christ.   When, however,
we have gone through the recorded discourses and sayings
of Christ, and eliminated everything in them referring to
theology, or the occasional duties of the society, or arising
out of the polemic in which Christ occasionally engaged
with the Jewish doctors, we may be surprised to find how
small is the residue which contains his system of morality.
The truth is that he did not leave a code of morals in the
ordinary sense of the word—that is, an enumeration of
actions prescribed and prohibited.    Two or three pro-
hibitions, two or three commands, he is indeed recorded to
have delivered, but on the greater number of questions
on which men   require moral guidance he < has left no
direction whatever.    •
Are we then, after being brought together into a uniT
versal society, left without a rule by which to guide our
intercourse in this society ? Not so ; we are to consider
what is the origin of laws in human communities. They
arise from a certain instinct in human nature, which it is
not necessary here to analyze, but which supports itself
by a constant struggle against other anarchic and lawless

